Politics

ngenans ready to vote out Tinubu m
in January —Davies, ADC'’s scribe

*Destiny of Nigeria is at stake

By Danlel Abia

‘Sokonte Devies is Secrelary
jof  the Membemhip
Revalidation, Mobilisation

and Regstration Commithes of the
Action Demaocralie Cong ress, AIC.
In this Interview, e speaks on the
amended Electoral Act, the
appointment of the new INEC

nairmian, i opposition's strofegy
Hor2027 and the political situation
in Rivers State

W\ our reaction to the
sl ol the amended
Electoral Act  amid the
controversy over real-lime
elecironlc Iransmission ol
resullst
Thiere is no timeline for signing 4
law, The carlier an Act is signed,
the belter becase it allows the
law to begin functioning
immediately, particulardy an
Electoral Act

Unfortunately, in Nigena we
diton nush teamend the Act when
elections are already
appaching and tmelines are
Ih{hl Imm odiately after eloctions,
whiisii flaw s dre observied, thi law
should be amended so that the Act
can matureand those responsible
irimplementing il will havetime
o propatly undemstand and apply

Howoever, | have some concerns
about the Act as signed into law,
It shou el have boen explicit about
making real-time elecimni
transmission of eloction results
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mandatory, and even makin
the primary methed rather than
manual transmission.

B could also havestipulated that
whare results cannot  be
transmitted in mal time
polling units should not cou
that raises another question
woild you then disenlranchise
vobems in those anas?

Take the recent Area Council
election in the FCT lor instance.
The FCT traditionally records
high voler tumoul, but that was
nol the case during the last
election.

Another issue

With the Elecloral Ad now!
force and a new INEC
chairman appointed,
do E‘nn helieve the
2017 elections

Vanguard, THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2026 —-15

While many Nigesans ane still
questioning the integrity of that
wlection, the govemment appears
to be mewanding him. It sends o
wrong signal— that if you do the

government's bidding, you
will be rewarded

Critles say the

* has  been
tively qulet
despite thie

developments. Why Is

the party nol more
vocall

Rk is nol cormect

to say ADC

has  been

will be free and slent. The
eredible! party is

[ don't think | relatively
m a n oy | new and
Migerians I‘ eople
whether in Jokned
! h @ | iy
opposition \ Yaa,
o1 nol, see Nigerians
anything 8 *Sokonte Davies ‘ are In o
right in the % hurry
appointmont = = 3 because

o the curent INEC

withthe Actisthat [  chairman, Even if
It appears to limit the inlention was
pariles ronduci  feopleareeager  {ioxondTUEEEE
their internal [0 vole oul this appainting someons
dllairs, especially — government bul who has

nt the selection of
candidates

Membership of
political parties is
voluntary, While
national laws can

even with that
senltiment, we
cannot relax; we
must presenl o
credible alternative

consistently
represented you in
court {o head the
eloctoral body
creates  serious
fuestions.

mgulate cortain 4 It is unfortunate
conduct, they that will inspire that Prol. Joash
should nol dictate  pagy) hope — not a Amupitan  was
how  parties ise of hope ~ “Ppointed into
choose  their  PTOMUSE OF NOPE  NEC | iy aqually

candidalis,

Even I[unrlhwll
wanls
challenge the Lum
now, elections an
approaching and there is hardly
enough timeto pursue such legal
action,

that never delivers
[

unfortunate that the
clectoral umpine
whi presided aver
the controversial
election that
brought President Tinubu to
power, Pral. Mahmud Yakubu,
wils later appointod ambassador

EOI

of what is h.\ppmnnu in tha
country today. Some may think
we are show, butthatis not the case.
Wi are busy putting structums in
place.

Wil not want 1o speak without
fisst gotting our lacts dght

What happened during the Aws
Council eloction in Abuja has
shown thal there is an urgent
situation in our hands and it
requines proper planning.
2 has already rel lmwd a
timatable. We know when this
guvernment will leave office. Tlu
election is roughly 10 months
away, @ it is a call for us to step
up our game 1t is good that the
FCT alection happenad now
bocause 1t has shown us pant of
what loexpect

As secrotary of the party's
membership revalidation and
mobilisation commitiee, how
confident are you (hat ADC can

EXPRESSION OF

INTEREST

defeal the I\IHI‘IH party in 20271
md pstiny of Nigeria isat sake.
Wb e not b to try ourtucke Trying
your lutk is gambhing, and we are
ot gamblers, If we wene gamblors,
wr would not b belter than the
govemment we seak o lemove.
© By every indicator, Nigeria is
oxperioncing the worst form of
puvernment in its history, Any
overmment that is pefomiing well
enmnot be afraid of the opposition
Tt when you see a govermment
onstantly intimidating and
harassing opposition leaders, it
shinws insecurity.

Alully ks always a coward whi
knows hie has lost the game

As an |IP'NI\HH|II |k|ﬂ}'. we an
organising (o prosont o formidabile
Tront for e elections, Nigerans ame
ey excpressing thedr frustrations
in markets, public transport and
wihir pubilic space

Reople are sager o vole out this
government but even with that
sntiment, we nnot relax,

Wi must present a credible
dltermative thatwill inspimreal hope
—not a promise afhope that nover
delivers.

Your party currently has
prominent fgures lke Aliku
Abubakar Piler Ol anid Rotimi
Amaechl belng menlloned as

sible presidential conletiders.

Mo s likely to emenpe as the ADC
mndidale?

Twould not limit the moe to just
those three individuals. The time for
that eonversation has not coma.
INEC has issued its guidelines and
tha party will also dovelop its own
tmetable whoen the time comes.

Atk and Ol have both contested
mtional elections, 1n the last
wdiction, b did noloulsoom Aliku
Amiaechi, ofi the othir hand, has
remained visible in the political
space and has a strong woond. He
served cight yoars as govemor of
Rivers State and did very well.
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